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O Internal motion
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Title: Fighting the cuts: Dutch Student Unions are taking legal action!

Point of the agenda: 08cviii

Proposed by:_______LSVb__, ISO___________________________

Seconded by:___________VVS_________________________

Fighting the cuts: Dutch Student Unions are taking legal action!

Hundreds of professors and 10 to 20 thousand students participated in a huge demonstration this January. The demonstration was targeted against the planned higher education budget cuts. 

The government has plans to cut over 1 billion on the higher education budget. These cuts will be the largest since the 80’s. The government plans to reach these cuts by cutting the student grants for graduate students, as well as implementing a new law which that will force students and higher education institutions to pay a €3.000 fee (Halbe-heffing)  if the student needs more than the minimum amount of time set by the curriculum to finish their studies. 

The government still proposed the law to the parliament in February and again in April. The law will be implemented in September 2012 and will apply retroactively to the current cohort of students. This will have severe consequences for students in Dutch Universities, discouraging them amend their  knowledge with further studies and conduct extra-curricular activities. It is also likely to increase the debt of graduate students. Institutions expect that this measure will force them to lay off thousands of teachers.

LSVb, ISO and LKvV have joint forces with a law firm to investigate the legality of the proposal. The law office concluded that it is not legal, because:

    * The Halbe-heffing goes against the accessibility of Higher Education. Therefore, the plan is in conflict with the right of education.

    * The Dutch government signed an international agreement in which appointed that the countries will try to make education for free. The Halbe-heffing is in conflict with this agreement.

    * Because students got a study-delay before they knew that a fine would be implemented, the law is conflicting with the legal security. If the law passes parliament, which is due in June, ISO, LSVb and LKvV will take juridical steps to take it to court.  

We urge the board to support our struggle for accessible education of good quality and the freedom of students to make their own decisions based in their preferences instead of fines.

Passed:
YES

NO

[image: image1.png]