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EQUNet Conference on the Future of Social Dimension in Higher Education 
(For ESU delegates with BM sessions)
8-9th November 2011, 

Sofia, Bulgaria 

Venue and accommodation: Park Hotel Moskva
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Aims and objectives of the seminar:
· Present and discuss outcomes of EQUNet project and agree on the steps forward;

· Bring together relevant stakeholders from the European level, both from organisational level and institutions such as the European Commission, national governments representatives to discuss challenges and approaches towards widening access to higher education to all groups; 

· Raise awareness on the barriers to reaching equal access and success and find solutions to addressing these barriers on various levels and working with different target groups;

· Share good practices and success stories on how to promote social dimension policy in education;  

· Build capacity on mainstreaming social dimension and get more familiar with the policy work on the European level and on how to impact it;

· Discuss the following during the two conference days:

· Can we agree on a common understanding and approaches to Social dimension? 

· How far have we gotten in reaching increasing equality since the start of the Bologna Process?

· What has been accomplished and what stands in the way of proper implementation?

· What tools can be used and how true implementation of Social dimension could be realised?

· Which direction to head after 2012?

· Discuss the idea of Social dimension observatory between the stakeholders
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OECD indicators Education at a Glance 2011: www.oecd.org/edu/eag2011
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DRAFT AGENDA OF THE EVENT

Monday, 7th November (arrival days)
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18:30 – 20:00 Dinner at the venue

20:00 – 22:00 Welcome session for the Conference participants and BM61 delegates 
Tuesday, 8th November 
	Time
	Session Name
	Involved people
	Target, description, aim of the session

	09:00 – 10:00
	Opening, welcome words
	· Bulgarian national authority representative (tbc)
· Allan Pall (ESU Chairperson)

· Fabio Nascimbeni (MENON)

· Bulgarian NUS(s) representatives
	Opening of the seminar, key political message to the audience, presentation of the aims/ objectives/ agenda of the seminar, practicalities. 

	10:00 – 10:30
	Presentation: 
The EQUNET project
	Anthony F. Camilieri, SCIENTER

	· Presentation of the project and it’s value for policy-making in the field of improving equitable access to HE
· Main achievements and lessons learnt

· Key messages from “Evolving diversity” report

· Follow-up/ questions and answers



	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break
	
	Networking opportunity for the participants 


	11:00 – 12:30
	World Café exercise: Reality of Social Dimension 
	Contributors: 
· G. Dondelinger (LU)

· T. Bermann (ESN)
· EURASHE (institutional perspective)

· IGLYO (advocacy group)

· A. Bohonnek (ZSI)


	Social Dimension is looked at through four different questions that aim at finding out what has been accomplished so far, what are the main challenges remaining, what needs to be changed to reach equal success of SD in Europe and how to impact policy. 
· Engaging a group in an authentic dialogue process on the current status of SD from different perspectives;

· Conducting in-depth exploration of key strategic challenges and opportunities for SD in HE

· Generating input, sharing knowledge and stimulating innovative thinking for policy update;

	12:30 – 14:00 
	Lunch (at the venue) 
	
	

	14:00 – 15:30 
	Panel discussion: 
Targets and tools to strengthen focus on social dimension in education.


	Contributors: 
· Germain Dondelinger (Input on the Right to Quality Education initiative)

· Lene Oftedal, DG EAC (Progress towards EU2020 objectives; social dimension in modernisation of HE)
· Jens Vraa-Jensen, HERSC (role of supportive environment)

· Mary Tupan, Education Access Network
· Allan Päll, ESU (students’ perspective, closing remarks)


	Exploring the context of how the future of SD looks like, what possible solutions can be used and agreeing on future steps. One concrete proposal on the table is the SD Observatory.
· Raising awareness on the Social Dimension Observatory

· Discussing the Social Dimension Observatory and the next steps in making it a reality
· Presenting the concept of supportive learning environment and looking for synergies how students and teachers can make it happen

· Exploring arguments, raised by the practitioners in the field of widening the access - EAN
· Finding solutions to tackle the current barriers of reaching equity in higher education: focus on Right to Quality Education (CoE) and work of the European Commission in the field of widening access to HE. 



	15:30 – 16:00 
	Coffee break
	Sharing of best practices and successful campaigns and finding new ideas. 

	Campaign Poster Exhibition of NUS campaigns on equality and social affairs at the coffee venue; distribution of the essay, winner of EQUNet competition. 
 

	16:00 – 17:30

	Panel session:
Ethnic origin and access to HE: what stands in the way and what can we do about it.


	Introduction to the theme: Galina Kostadinova, MRGI
Keynote Presentation on Comparative research on migration and equity in Europe – Dorit Griga, University of Bern

ESU Ethnic minorities WG: outcomes of the mapping exercise on the existing practices 
	Session aims to bring to a common understanding, on the definition of ethnic minorities and immigrants, identifying the barriers for them to access to HE and how to make a difference by removing them. The session will be supported by the outcomes of the survey, carried our by ESU EMI WG. 
· Exploring the barriers to education on the example of ethnic minorities and immigrants, potentially a socially disadvantaged group;

· Raising awareness of the unions on the topic and current situation around Europe 

· Presenting good practices that increase the access of these groups from policy level to grass roots

· Discuss and hear feedback from relevant stakeholders and the Board

	17:30 – 19:00
	What YouTube shows us? Interactive session on stereotypes in social media and everyday life and their impact on forming attitudes.
	IGLYO, GECC
	How stereotypes affect our everyday thinking and how these attitudes may harm or support the promotion of diversity and equity? 
· Raise awareness on how stereotypes impact our behaviour and how to change that model



	19:00 – 20:00
	Dinner (at the venue) 
	
	

	20:00 – 21:30
	BM Session I
	
	ESU New structures proposal (Allan)

	21:30 – 23:00
	BM Session II (with a break in between upon request)
	
	ESU Vision proposal (Allan/ Karina if needed)


Wednesday, 9th November

	09:30 – 11:00
	Debate Club: Social Dimension in the perspective of young leaders.  

	Florian and Taina (A. Camilieri, SCIENTER and K. Miklavic, CEPS as participants) 

	Explore different argumentation lines, finding gaps in ESU policies, reaching common understanding of the presented hypothesis, finding counter arguments;
· Building capacity on argumentation and debate skills

· Map opinions and reach common agreement on the different arguments relating to SD

· Bring out the ESU policy in the debate to see where there is a need for update and raise awareness of ESU’s positions. 


	11:00 – 11:30
	Coffee break
	Sharing of best practices and successful campaigns, finding new ideas
	Campaign Poster Exhibition on equality and social affairs at the coffee venue

	11:30 – 13:00 
	Synergies and future actions of stakeholders for widening access to HE
Parallel workshops on how stakeholders and NUSes can promote social dimension towards 2012 and beyond


	Themes for the parallel workshops:
· Accessibility through early involvement? Students and their integration in Children Universities (SisCatalyst Project, Tricia Jenkins) 

· An Observatory for Social Dimension, a powerful tool for the future? (HIS)

· Social Standards in Quality Assurance, what are the concrete things we want to include? (ESU QA experts)

· Supportive students' environment - students with disabilities and their participation in mobility (UNICA) 
	Participants can choose which parallel session they would like to take part in. Target of this session is to brainstorm and discuss concrete tools to promote Social Dimension.
· Demonstrate the link between SisCatalyst project (FP7 in which ESU is involved) goals and widening participation to HE

· Discuss and bring concrete ideas on how stakeholders and NUSes can work on SD in the future

· Map out any possible up-coming issues on SD and how students can be a part of the process. 

· Allow for the participants to give input and work together on selected topics
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	13:00 – 14:30 
	Lunch break
	
	

	14:30 – 16:00 
	Presentation of the outcomes of parallel sessions
Conclusions of the seminar and key messages to the policy-makers 

	WS chairs
ESU 

EQUNET

General rapporteur of the event


	Presentation of the outcomes of the workshops; 
Discussion on the future steps

	16:00 – 16:30
	Break 
	
	

	16:30 – 17:30
	BM Session III 
	
	Parallel sessions: 
1. CIA report (CIA, Karina)

2. Statement on Quality Assurance (Fernando) 

3. Statement on Modernisation Agenda (Magnus)
4. Other policy matters (tbc)  

	17:30 – 18:00
	Break
	
	

	18:00 – 20:00 
	BM Session IV
	
	ESU finances: 
· ESU Financial report (Nicole, Karina)

· ESU Budget 2012 (Nicole, Karina)

· ESU Fundraising and development activities (Theodore, Karina)

ESU Plan of Work 2012 (Allan)

	20:00 – 21:30
	Dinner and meetings time
	
	

	21:30 – 23:00
	ESU Election debates 
	
	Debates for the candidates to: SAC, SUDC and CID


